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17 September 2012
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ASIAN SHIPOWNERS EXPRESSED ZERO TOLERANCE TOWARDS PIRACY AND
ARMED ROBBERY

The 23" Interim Meeting of the Asian Shipowners’ Forum (ASF) Safe Navigation &
Environment Committee® (SNEC) was hosted by the Indonesian National Shipowners’
Association (FASA — INSA) in Jakarta on 17 September 2012. The Meeting was chaired
by Mr. Patrick Phoon, President of the Singapore Shipping Association (SSA) on behalf of
Federation of ASEAN Shipowners’ Associations (FASA).

During the meeting, the Committee considered and discussed current issues of concern
relating to the safe navigation of ships and the protection of the marine environment.

Piracy and Armed Robbery

The Committee noted that, from January to August 2012, pirates worldwide had attacked
210 vessels and hijacked 23 ships. It was further noted that Somali pirates were
responsible for 70 of the vessels attacked, 13 of the hijacked vessels and 212 seafarers
taken hostage during this period, notwithstanding that a total of 11 vessels and 188
seafarers are still being held hostage by them under captivity and in very deplorable
conditions currently.

At the same time, the Committee expressed great concern on the number of attacks in the
Gulf of Guinea, with 17 attacks reported in 2012, as compared to 6 incidents for the
corresponding period in 2011.? The ASF had, in August 2012, written to the governments
of Benin and Nigeria urging them to take stronger pro-active action, both on shore and at
sea, to prevent such crimes from taking place.

! The meeting was attended by representatives of shipowners’ associations from China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong,
Japan, Korea, and the Federation of ASEAN Shipowners’ Associations (FASA) as represented by the shipowners’
associations of Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Singapore.

2 International Maritime Bureau statistics
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The Committee emphatically stressed its zero tolerance to any attacks on ships, especially
in this 21% Century, and pointed out that the problem has had direct impact on international
shipping and world trade, not forgetting the serious effect on the psychological health of
the seafarers who need to sail on ships transiting those treacherous and dangerous
waters.

It is the responsibility of governments to protect and safeguard world trade and
international shipping. As a temporary measure, and in this regard, the Committee once
again expressed its full support for the ASF_Anti-Piracy Proposal®, which calls for UN
Member States to contribute qualified personnel from their armed or paramilitary services
to provide much-needed protection to the crews of merchant ships transiting the pirate-
ridden waters in the Gulf of Aden and off the east coast of Somalia. These personnel could
use strategically-located, UN-equipped floating bases as embarkation or disembarkation
points.

The Committee continued to urge the shipping community not to be complacent but to
remain highly vigilant and to comply fully with the Best Management Practices to deter
piracy and to take all necessary measures needed to ensure the security and safety of
their crews and ships.

Environment Protection

The Committee also reaffirmed its strong commitment to the protection of life and property
at sea and to a pollution-free marine and atmospheric environment.

Emission from Ships

Recalling that the IMO had previously adopted guidelines on the implementation of
mandatory Regulations on Energy Efficiency for Ships in MARPOL Annex VI, the
Committee once again emphasised that any measures aimed at reducing greenhouse
gases from ships must have clearly defined goals that are realistic, pragmatic and
implementable. The Committee urged that any measures which may be adopted should
not unfairly disadvantage existing vessels. The Committee further urged all ASF
shipowners to adopt the EEDI and SEEMP* as a priority.

Ballast Water Convention 2004

The Committee recalled that the Ballast Water Convention 2004 will enter into force 12
months after ratification by 30 States, representing 35 per cent of world merchant shipping
tonnage. Many shipowners have serious concerns and difficulties in complying with the

% Posted on ASF website at http://www.asianshipowners.org/

* EEDI - Energy Efficiency Design Index; SEEMP — Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan


http://asianshipowners.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/ASF_CounterPiracyProposal_June2012.pdf
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existing Convention as it stands. Noting that, as of 15 September 2012, 36 States’
representing 29.07% of the world’s tonnage had ratified the Convention, the Committee
urges the IMO to seriously take into consideration all the concerns and difficulties
expressed by shipowners.

During the Meeting, the Committee also discussed other issues of concern relating to safe
navigation and environmental protection.
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For any queries relating to this Press Release, please contact:

Mr. Daniel Tan,
Secretary
ASF Safe Navigation & Environment Committee

Tel: (65) 62225238
Email: fasa@pacific.net.sg

Editor's note:

The Asian Shipowners’ Forum is a voluntary organization of the shipowner associations of
Australia, China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea and the Federation of ASEAN
Shipowners’ Associations comprising shipping associations of ASEAN countries. The aims of
the ASF are to promote the interests of the Asian shipowning industries. Between annual ASF
meetings, the ongoing work is carried out by the five Standing Committees; the Shipping
Economics Review Committee, the Seafarers Committee, the Ship Recycling Committee, the
Safe Navigation and Environment Committee, and the Ship Insurance and Liability Committee.
It has been estimated that ASF owners and managers control and operate nearly 50% of the
world's cargo carrying fleet.

5 Albania, Antigua & Barbuda, Barbados, Brazil, Canada, Cook Islands, Croatia, Denmark, Egypt, France, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Kenya, Kiribati, Lebanon, Liberia, Malaysia, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mongolia, Montenegro,
Netherlands, Nigeria, Niue, Norway, Palau, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Sierra Leone,
South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad & Tobago, Tuvalu
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