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19 September 2014

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Governments urged to take action in face of increasing reports of piracy

At the 27" Interim Meeting of the Asian Shipowners’ Forum (ASF) Safe
Navigation & Environment Committee (SNEC) held in Shanghai on Friday 19
September 2014, the Committee expressed great concern that, over the past
four years, 17 incidents of siphoning of fuel oil from tankers were reported in
Asian waters.

It should be further noted, however, that of these 17 incidents, 5 incidents
were not successfully carried out. This was due to timely reporting and
information sharing by the shipping industry, alert crewmen and immediate
responses by the authorities’.

While the trend of incidents involving siphoning of fuel/oil from product and
oil tankers at sea is not new, the Committee was very concerned that the surge
in the number of incidents in 2014 could result in a situation where vested
commercial interests use alarmist press reports to depict scenarios where
vessels transiting the Straits of Malacca and Singapore are forced to pay
additional premiums.

In this regard, whilst the Committee is very appreciative of the good work and
strong political will demonstrated by the Littoral States in combating piracy in the
Straits of Malacca and Singapore, the Committee hopes that the Littoral States

! Based on ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre (ISC) statistics.
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continue to take pro-active measures to combat incidents of piracy and armed
robbery in the region.

In the interim, the Committee encouraged the shipping community to remain
vigilant and to adopt the best management practices in countering piracy and
armed robbery. In particular, the Committee further urged the shipping
community to take into consideration the ReCAAP ISC’s recommendations to
industry specifically aimed at countering the threat of fuel/oil siphoning.

Similarly, the Committee expressed grave concern over the growing threat of
piracy in the waters off West Africa and in the Gulf of Guinea. In the first half of
2014, at least 23 incidents were reported in West Africa, with Nigeria accounting
for 10 of these. In particular, the Committee is deeply concerned that the 9
August attack on a product tanker 200 nautical miles off the shore of Nigeria is
indicative of a marked escalation in the severity of incidents off West Africa.

While the Committee was appreciative of counter-piracy efforts in the region,
such as the establishment of a Maritime Trade Information Sharing Centre - Gulf
of Guinea (MTISC — GOG) with the support of IMO, OCIMF and the UK and French
Governments, the Committee continues to maintain that the governments of the
Coastal States of West Africa must act decisively and expeditiously to ensure that
the merchant ships and crews trading in the region are well-protected.

“The world’s governments have demonstrated that they have the will and the
capability to address the threat of maritime piracy.” said Mr. Patrick Phoon, SNEC
Chairman. “Experience has shown us, however, that prompt and decisive action
must be taken to nip the threat of piracy and armed robbery in the bud, before a
handful of incidents can grow into a regional or even global problem that
threatens the lives and well-being of thousands of seafarers. Action must be
taken now!”

During the Meeting, the Committee also held discussions on other issues of
concern relating to safe navigation and environmental protection.

Monitoring and Reporting of CO? Emissions

Noting that, in April 2014, MEPC 66 had invited member states to form a
Correspondence Group that would restrict its deliberations to data collection
only, the Committee once again emphasised that any global system for the
Monitoring and Reporting of CO’> emissions at the IMO, must be simple,
transparent and implementable.
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The Committee further emphasised that any data collection system adopted by
the IMO must not be used to introduce an operational indexing measure or
Market-Based measure that might potentially distort the market.

Fair Treatment of Seafarers at Ports

The Committee also noted that in the 13 years since the 9/11 attacks, seafarers
have been subjected to increasingly restrictive requirements that prohibit their
movements when in ports. In view of the increasing awareness that seafarers’
well-being is crucial for safe navigation, the Committee urges the support and
understanding of the Port states, to review their procedures to give seafarers
due respect as human beings, who are our critical links in the global supply chain.
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For any queries relating to this Press Release, please contact:

Mr. Michael Phoon
Secretary
ASF Safe Navigation & Environment Committee

Tel: (65) 6305 2260
Email: secretary@fasa.org.sg

Editor's note:

The Asian Shipowners’ Forum is a voluntary organization of the shipowner associations of
Australia, China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea and the Federation of
ASEAN Shipowners’ Associations comprising shipping associations of ASEAN countries.
The aims of the ASF are to promote the interests of the Asian shipowning industries.
Between annual ASF meetings, the ongoing work is carried out by the five Standing
Committees; the Shipping Economics Review Committee, the Seafarers Committee, the
Ship Recycling Committee, the Safe Navigation and Environment Committee, and the Ship
Insurance and Liability Committee. It has been estimated that ASF owners and managers
control and operate nearly 50% of the world's cargo carrying fleet.
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