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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Governments are urged to provide a Place of Refuge to Ships in
Need of Assistance

At the 26™ Interim Meeting of the Asian Shipowners’ Forum (ASF) Safe Navigation &
Environment Committee (SNEC) held in Singapore on Friday, 21 March 2014, the
Committee expressed great concern at the plight of the chemical tanker Maritime
Maisie. The Maritime Maisie, which has been held at sea supported only by six tug
boats, has yet to receive permission from Port States to seek safe refuge in port to
offload its remaining cargo onboard and to repair the damages.

The vessel had earlier collided with a car carrier Gravity Highway off Busan on 29
December 2013. The collision had resulted in damage and fire that had severely
weakened the structural strength of the chemical tanker. It has been more than 80 days
since the collision and the vessel is still stranded at sea.

The Chairman of the SNEC, Mr Patrick Phoon said, “Governments, if they are party to
the SOLAS Convention and the ISM Code?, should adopt the IMO? Resolution A.949
(23) relating to “Guidelines on Places of Refuge for Ships in Need of Assistance.” He
added, “The Guidelines recognize that, when a ship has suffered an incident, the best
way of preventing damage or pollution from its progressive deterioration is to transfer
its cargo and bunkers, and to repair the casualty. Such an operation is best carried out
in a place of refuge.”

Mr Phoon said, “The SNEC is not only strongly committed to a pollution-free marine
and atmospheric environment, it is also strongly committed to the safety of navigation
and the protection of life and property at sea. In this respect and as a matter of
urgency, | urge the Coastal States to consider favourably to allow the vessel to seek
refuge in one of their ports with full assurance from their Protection & Indemnity Club
and Class Surveyors.”

1 ISM Code - International Safety Management Code
2 IMO - International Maritime Organisation
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The Committee further urged that respective States’ regulatory framework should be
supported by cooperation and communication with neighbouring States and their
respective competent authorities, in order to facilitate decision-making in cases of ships
in need of assistance.

During the Meeting, the Committee also held discussions on other issues of concern
relating to safe navigation and environmental protection.

Availability of Marine Fuels Compliant with MARPOL Annex VI

Five years ago, the Committee applauded the IMO when it adopted revisions to Annex
VI of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution to Ships (MARPOL).
The revisions, when enter into force based on the given timeline, would see a
progressive reduction in emissions of sulphur oxide (SOx), nitrogen oxide (NOx) and
particulate matter from ships.

On 1 January 2012, the global sulphur cap for ships was reduced to 3.50%, which is to
be followed by a further reduction to 0.50% with effect from 1 January 2020. This
reduction will be subject to a feasibility review to be completed no later than 2018.
Similarly, the sulphur cap in SOx Emission Control Areas (SECAs) would be lowered
from 1.0% to 0.1% from 1 January 2015.

In this regard, the Committee expressed concern that refiners would not be able to
make the necessary assessments without a credible study to demonstrate projected
global demand for low-sulphur fuels. The Committee supports the ICS’s® proposal that
the IMO must begin work on an early study urgently, so as to provide refiners with a
timely and reliable indication of expected demand.

Monitoring and Reporting of CO? Emissions

Reiterating its support for practical and pragmatic measures aimed at reducing
greenhouse gases from ships, the Committee continued to maintain that it would have
no objections in the development of a voluntary global system for the Monitoring and
Reporting of CO? emissions at the IMO, provided it is a simple and transparent system,
and which will not be used as the basis for the development of a full blown Market
Based Measure or mandatory system of energy indexing for existing ships.

However, the Committee also expressed reservations over the cost burden in the
verification and analysis process, which would need to be addressed accordingly.

As for reporting requirements, the Committee emphasized that the data required and

collected from existing sources should not be commercially sensitive, and have to be
submitted to the Flag State, which would then forward them to the IMO.

Piracy and Armed Robbery

% ICS - International Chamber of Shipping
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During the Meeting, the Committee also held discussions on other issues of concern
relating to safe navigation. With regard to Piracy and Armed Robbery, the Committee
noted that the incidence of piracy and armed robbery worldwide has generally declined
in 2013 as compared with 2012. There were 264 incidents in 2013 as against 297
incidents in 2012. The drop in attacks was due largely to a decrease in the overall
attacks carried out by Somali pirates in the Gulf of Aden and in the Indian Ocean.*

In the waters off West Africa and in the Gulf of Guinea, however, the Committee
expressed grave concerns that the number of pirate attacks is on the rise with
increased severity and danger. In Asia, as most of the attacks occurred whilst ships
were either anchored or at berth in Asian ports®, the Committee urged Port States to
take prompt and effective measures to eradicate incidents of armed robbery and petty
theft in their waters.

Despite the decline in the number of pirate attacks, the Committee strongly urged the
shipping community not to be complacent, and to adopt the best management
practices in dealing with piracy, especially when their ships are plying through pirate-
infested waters.
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For any queries relating to this Press Release, please contact:

Mr. Daniel Tan,
Secretary
ASF Safe Navigation & Environment Committee

Tel: (65) 6305 2260
Email: danieltan@fasa.org.sg

Editor's note:

The Asian Shipowners’ Forum is a voluntary organization of the shipowner associations of
Australia, China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea and the Federation of
ASEAN Shipowners’ Associations comprising shipping associations of ASEAN countries.
The aims of the ASF are to promote the interests of the Asian shipowning industries.
Between annual ASF meetings, the ongoing work is carried out by the five Standing
Committees; the Shipping Economics Review Committee, the Seafarers Committee, the
Ship Recycling Committee, the Safe Navigation and Environment Committee, and the Ship
Insurance and Liability Committee. It has been estimated that ASF owners and managers
control and operate nearly 50% of the world's cargo carrying fleet.

* IMB Annual Report 2013
®> ReCAAP ISC Annual Report 2013
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